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Typical teen
wins atypical
recognition
for science

By ABIGAIL TUCKER
The Stamford Times

STAMFORD — Like a lot of
16-year-olds, Igor Zelenberg is
into heavy metal. But, unlike
most enthusiasts, his interests
lead to a prestigious science
prize,

A national semifinalist in
the Siemens Westinghouse
Compelition in Math, Science,
and Technology, Zelenberg, a
senior at  Stamford High
School, studies the Kind of
heavy metal that pollutes
oceans, not airwaves. His sci
ence project, which analyzes
the effects of heavy metal pol-
lutants on local fish popula-
tions, was one of 288 selected
from a pool of approximately
1,200 experiments submitted by
{high school senlors across the
_nation.

"ists in the state.
Stamford. High hasn't pro-
! duced a ‘Westinghouse semifi-
-nalist in at least 10 years;
according 1o Frank LaBanca,
Zelenberg's science teacher
who advised the experiment
angd, Jater, the 20-page scienfific
. paper Zelenberg wrote to ana-
[ lyze the résults.
~ st fo be in the pool of
1,200 is an honor"” said LaBan-
ca, who, in eight years of teach-
u1.gatStamford High, hasnever
even entered another student
in the competifion. “Just to
have submitted the paper is a
| 'big deal. He's sort of my pio-
| neer He's the trie stellar star"
L My piroject just took off. [
| have no idea why” said Zelen-
bem who moved to Stamford
three years ago from Brooklyn
" and {mmigrated from Russia
| when he was four "I guess
. because I put in the work, after
! schopl, Saturdays and Sundays,
- I'didn't have a weekend for a
while there.”
. Zelenberg conceived of the
 idea for his project last year,
when ‘he wag -enrolled in
. LaBanca’s scientific research
i class: ‘Along: with designing
original experiments, sfudents
n-the class worked with men-
rs at local colleges and read

Ieas ey Than fiah with |

. IuW'er enzyme levels.

Visiting marshes in Strat- ;

ford and Stonington, LaBanca,
and Zelenberg hured mirmows

into a metal net with the left: -

overs of a Big Mac Back in the

1ab at Stamford High School — .
or, when the school's equip-

Ument  wasn't  sophisticated
[ 'enough, at local colleges —

+He was one of five semifinal-
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QOriginally, he focused on
minnows bécause .they are

abundant and will eat anything,
_thus indicating the menﬁslnr

of the marsh, he said.
That portion of the project

won him the Westinghouse
- honors, and be will submit sim-

ilar data to another national

sclence talent search later this,

month. But now, Zelenberg is

‘enrolled in, an independent

study ¢lass to continue his
research and is embarking on a
new phase of his salt marsh
project: He will study the
effects of the metals on other
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species. Analyzing enzyme lev-
els in everything from shrimp
to  seaweed, Zelenberg will
attempt to formulate a mathe-
matical model to express his
findings, L.aBanca said.

If the results are sirong
enough, LaBanca said, Zelen-
berg could publish in 4 scientif-
ic journal of the sort that his

_peers study as part of their

class work.

But Zelenberg, a twosport -

athlete who: founded a history
club at Stamford High last year,
said he's not trying for honors
or for admission to a prestigious
college— although he admitted
that he would like to study bio-
chemical engineeringat Cornell
next year if he gets in.

"I wasn't the best kid in the

' (lass or anything,” he said: “I

putmoremrkm 1didn’t need
the credit. 1 didn't do it for the
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. like to eat bluefish,” he contin-

Igor Zelenberg. a

nology. His sci-
ence
which anilhn.os

Science award recognizes research
gmdemdnbecauselwamea .

A said that he hopes the -
study will help people under;

stand the danger that heavy,
métal pollutants pmenl.—no}

.il;lstformlnnows,bm for themn.
“If you really look at my ;

project, it's just 4 little study™
Zelenberg said. “But it con-
tributes to a large body  of]
knowledge, We all know that
pollution isn't ‘the best thing,
but Tshowed that fish in pollut-
ed marshes are less healthy
And we're eating these fish,
indirectly, We eat the h‘lu&ﬂsh
that eat them. 1
“I did this project because T

"I like to fish in Long
IslandSoun )

LaBanca said that he hopes|

that other Stamford High Stu-




