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I LaRissa Limwyn
ts pur<ue  ther
st internship experiences in

Re
At Newtown High  School,
howoever, sefiiors can choase to
explore  a field  of interest
through the Semor Project pro-
gram

“Somor Projects ean cover any
subhpect. from wriling and musie
1 business and enterprise. tech-
nology. law or the military” said
Pegiy Ragam, director of the
school's Career Uenter,

Any semor 18 eligible to partie
ipitte m the semester-long pro-
gram, provided the student has
dea of which career path
~he wishes to explore

Me Hagani vigits juniors
ther rlasses each spring te dis-
cuss the ppportunity with them
dumiors interested in participat-
ing hegin outlining a proposal
twfore the end of the school year.
They complete the project the
fillowing fall

{Yuring the summer, Ms Raga-
i and her Career Center stafl
meet with area businesses and
professionals to coordinate men-
torshipe with the students.

This past fall, eight seniors
completed their projects, which
inrluded a sereenplay, published
prose, a 100-page novelln, a cus-
tom designed military recruit-
ment  pamphlet, a  handbag
entreprencdrship, o domestic
violenee education curnculum,
o dorumentary on Islam, and a
reporl on substance abuse laws
and ordinances in Connecticul

“The students have a lot of
support each step of the way”
said Ms Ragmim

Firet, the seniors are mandat
e Lo nttend five dlasses relating
o rareer goals and mentorship,
as well as o “troubleshooting”
session n which students can
voice their challenges and oon-
cerms

In  addition to
bleshoating =

thie  treu
won, Ms Ragaint

s, the students are in o
tent contact with the p
v arhool faently ader

. Fraok Labanca, kars
Hardy, and Angeln Peanuses

“The students also ran he (o
Louch with hoother and ther
mentors and faculty members
through o Semse Pragect foruim
neeegsible through 1
website.” gand Ms Ragmina,

Throughout the pre
dents have the opporta to
meet and interact with therr
menlors

“We had some particularly
amazing mentors this e
wand Ms Higguang, “including two
local attorneys, one & proseco-
tar, the other & pubhe defender,
as well as an area military offi-
cal, loval sereenwriter, teach
ey, and rven o Tepresentative
from  Charter  Commumty
Vision 21"

Carl Berquist, 18, recently
joined the Natwonal Guard, 1
wanted to a project that would
relate to my expenence in the
army [traimng],” he said

This fall, working with Sgt
Scott Farrell, he designed n
recruitment. brochure  touting
the benefits of joning the US
Armed Forces.

“One of the big reasons |
Joined was because it would
help me be able to go to college,”
he sard. 1 don't think | was o
munority in having that aspect
be o deciding fartor There are o
Iot of young individuals who
find the armed forces appealing
because it will gpive them the
opportunity to eontinue their
edueation

arl's brochure detoils the
mutltiple programs  the Army
nffers, from the Nalionad Guoard
to the Marines and Air Foreo

In oddition, Carl smed, the
Natwomal Guard tratning he has
expornienced so fur hag helped
ke bescome minee disciplined

“l am more strocluced now,
more organized i how | oman

Student Talents Emerge In Their

Megan LaFlamme and Amelia Shwartz are two of eight
i laded

1 stud,

Newtown High Seck

ts who r

their senior projects, Megan Iaunched her own line of
designer bags and scarves, Needle Hook Works, while
Amelia penned a collection of short stories, essays and
poetry entitled Musings, Scattered Thoughts and Times of a

Teenager in High School.

age my tme,” he sad

After graduating from Now-
town High School this May, he
will likely be deplayed to [rag

“I feel as prepared [to go to
Iranl as 1 can.” he said. “My job
is W serve where | am needed ™

Fallowing hig lour of lrag,
Carl sand he would like 1o pur-
sue a career in law enfores

T think the Army will be
very helpiul for me ty get there”
e 17
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Megun recently parlaved her
design and knitting skills into
her own business, Needle Hook
Waorks.

"My miather tuught me how to
zew and knit when [ was
around 10, and 've been doing

it ever smnee. n sajd. *1
lowe making hags and other

nd 1 thought it would be

1 dea u

LEY
re. Vrices
to 3100

SLAT range {

Megan LaFlamme's entreprencurial start-up, Hook Needle Works, features knit scarves and handbags ronning from
—phaota courtesy Hook Needle Works

825 to S104.

Amelin’s writings alse reflect
on her selfamape and persenal
philunplies ("l yoursel™ s
well as hor experiences with her
family

“My Family” talks aboul her
journey in taking karate les-
sons al Mike Porco’s Academy of
Karate in Sandy Hook She i
nnw traimng to become o
fied karate ipstructor and cur-

Iy is an assistant teacher
o anas

Alzn foatuped 15 he
apihication es
chusedty
in Ardime
Hevontly, Amelia
that ghe
wchun]

T callegr
Ay In the M;
[lesgre of Liberal o

=
s
found  ayr
Was aecepted to by

s m really exciled,” shy <y,
4 perfeet it for mp . srmall
and intmar. = F)

ihe Senwr

hnve
Hagaini “IUs a very

Senor Project,

Progeet Night
gives the stuidvnts the vpportu-
nity to showease what they
accomphshed,” sad Ms
proud
moment for the stdent, and
often. far their familes, too.”

Fur more information wn the
contact
Ragaint at the NHS Cares

o

ervone had o

Ms she noted.

very
what they wanted to do”

Senior Projects

or fnends and coworkers of my
parents,”  =aid  Megan “To
expaand it inte a busness 1
Taunched my own websile aml
begun attending craft  fars
wrongd  Connecticut and Mew

Vs preces are currently
abile gt the Rrookfield Arts
sniter and Lhe Washimgeton Art
S EARTET)
Her work has alse been fen
tured in the Ridgefield High
Sehiwad Gl Farr, Uradt undd Gilt
Fair of Chappagqun, NY, and
Womans Club of Greenwich's
annual Holiday Boutique

Megan has alwoys been the
youngesl artsan ured

“I'm  natorally  somes hal
reserverl,” rad Megan, “Bo the
craft Lwres were an excellent

opportunity s go out and ‘sell’
mvsell™

She also emoved  spoaking
lied

with pther vendors "
low wend,

e she % .
Up= ardd helped me f
vomifortuble. The entire process
wins a greal $Xper "

In addivon, srea artests and
desgners Jdanet Kemp, Drett
by, snd  John Longnorce
menlored Megin ths Fall
“Through my  mentorships,
Twe leatned how Lo hest sell
myself through my website and
the eraft fars” Megan =md
“Thy Semier Project experience
really  helpad me push thes
hobby to o whole pew level.”
Aspiring WrILAr Amelin
Pwartz also felt like  her
Serger Project, i which she
pribbished a0 40 page compnla
ton of her drawings, poems,
and short xtores, brought her
r 1L Lo w stronger pluce

It was reallv excting, bat at
the sume tume kind of necve
wracking, tw de the projec
sund Amelin “ really bared my

utled her pueee Mos
g, teritg Thowghts v
Times of A Teennger an High
Sehool

“The wrtings and art eover
miv entire lueh schonl exper
vy Tt some of the diflicul
Lieg ol my ancinl By to problems
cotimunienting wih my G
v she sid

Writing Musrmes, sho =md
Dl jpund her commuments better
wath her farmily

e owas really grest to pot
sverytiung nut,” she amd, “1
tunk it was therapentic ™
Ameba's art s deeply anflu-

vrced by anime, which Amalia
esenbes in Musings as ~lapan-
vse  cartoons  that  ean Iw

watched m Japanese with Eng
hah sublitles or tranalate=d mito
Frulish”

Her love of graphic novels and
rtoons imepired her Lo begin
iting her own cartoon char-
acters, gncluding  Damien,
whom she calls her mse

In Mustngs, Amelia write,
“When 1 finally set 1wy penel
duen, | ook o gord Ik at ham
1 felt sansfartion wih my
work. but | also felt sonething
else. Something  deep, some-
thing spiritual — T can't really
desceribe it

Later, she gave Danien “a per-
nality and o past”

With this bov T had mude, a
flood of ideas entered

Ameha writes in Musing
began writing with lam as the
moin forus — short »
promote. nnd even poems

me,”

She plans to mager 10 creatav
wrung "l ean’t imagine duing
anvthing else,” she zaid

Me Ragaimi pratsed the group
for berng “urigquely self-direct-

elear

The program recently rolmi.




