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Students Stretch Their Knowledge By Part1c1patmg In Senior Projects

By Saran UonNey
Twice a year Newtown High
Scheol s hava the sppor
tumity to pastivepate noan inde-
pendent study course, called the

studer

Seruor Praject Progriam. allew
g them to explore an area nf
personal nterest and rhonse
how  they w present  Lheir
results to an evpluabion panel
comprized of th prers, tedeh
ers, and mer of the rom
mumity  The Semor Project’s

mussion 15 Lo provide o program
dedicared to the authentic pur

s=uils ol students that generates
projects products  that
wnhance and moeet the needs of

the eommumity

Studentz participating i Lhe
one semester course meet for a
few proup sesswns and receve

gundance from Schoel to Carver
Coordinator Prg Hagaini. and
anl LaBanea,
ned Angela Fen-
nueel The students  choose
therr topi of study ond are

matched with o mentor, famil
war with the sulyect matter, to
work  with  throughout  the
endravor

Emght students shared ther
projects inoa bwe-nighl presen
tutivn. which took place in the
hgh = st lectyire hall on Jan
wary 1% and 19 Tymeally all of

the students n e program are
seniors, thiz  year. however,
Ceavan Newton Tanzer, a jumor

and transter student from -loel
Barlow High School, participats
ed in the progeet. M= Ragao
snid that the course has boen
riors but that asin
ol Gavin it was won
derful 1o open 1L to students
from other grades ps well Ms
Kagain saul, “T'his 18 w0 course
for sell directed learners whao
have the wilhingness te take
+ s

wanled te party
i e prows e .
Just Leanslerred L
felt it naght
partumity  tn

beaarry

nunn

wing a writer, something
tirested o
oit| was o wrile o

abuut b

inopur

i with o pro
Hversy

Cemmenting

expurienee, e sad, 1

hew much work it
would take to do the proect.
Procrastinution  became  my
biggest prablem Certainly my
witing skills improved, but |
realized what my own limita-
tnd are”

tienle Moore, wha plans to
pursue a Career i Nursing,
vame up with a sumple, inex-
pensive test to determune the
amount of fat in breast milk.
Mirale had two goals in mind by
developing her project: to assist
concerned mothers m under-
standing why their babies are
not  gmning  the appropriate
imonnt of weight and le pro-
vide doctor's offices with a
methiod o determined fat con-
tent 1n a patient’s breast milk,

realied

Nirole  worked with  Dr
snne Campbell and an area
Lal.eche League. wiach 5 &

hreastfeeding infarmation and
support group  She gathered

breast  milk zamples from
wamen in the Laleche group
and used her device to test the
ameunt of fat in the milk

Nicole provided the results of
her study ot the presentation
and fielded questions from the
audience

Her mentor, Dr Campbell,
prased Nieole "She did & won-
derful gob 1 don't think 1 could
have stood up  there and
answered all those questions.”
Eluine Parrotl chooze t write
the first portion of a three-part
book utled, A Hearr's Fire,
whih deals with the turmoil of
foelings and insecurities of o
zeventh grade girl attending
mddle sehool Elaine chose her
subyect based on her own expe-
riences in middle school.

she said, "1've had this idea in
mind sinee my freshman year
but was afraid to actually write
i | was afrad ot wouldn't be
good The zenior project encour-
aged me to write it [ have fall-
v n love with this project and
it will b Foing.”

Elaine completed the first
portion of her three-part book
and plans to continue writing it
“I learned about
. determination, and
some of the tricks of the trade
from this project,” Nicole con-
I *My mentor. David
sould, holped me with editing
and o develop and realize my
werny sense of style,” she said,
An audience member asked
Flaine if she feared she would

Jonah Sewartz fields ques-
tions from the evaluation
panel at the end of his
Senior Project presentation.

forget what it was like to be a
seventh grader if she continued
to complete the book while she
attended college, Elaine
instantly replied, “T'm going out
of state Hext year Lo attend col-
lege. I'vé never been more than
twe towns away from. home
before. | think 1 will revisit
those same feelings when 1
leave and will be able to contin-
ue my work.”

networking manual he developed for his senior

Photos, Coney

Elaine Parrott presents her mentor David Gould with a cer-
tificate of thanks at the Senior Project presentation,

Elaine said she folt destined
to become o writer. At the age of
4 while accompanying her
mother to a bookstors, a psychic
who was at the store us part of
a promotional gimmick pulled
Elaine’s mother aside and told
her, “Your daughter 1s going to
write bocks somedav” Elaine
stated that while she didn't
know if she heliesed in that
sort of thing she has had a

strong love of writing since ahe
wWas very young

Alex Koutmos became inter-
ested in computers during his
freshman year and has taken
most of the technology courses
offered at the igh schoal. Alex
felt his network skills were his
weak point and wanted to chal-
lenge himself w learn more in
that area

For his project Alex wrote and

designed  a slpage,  user
friendly networking  manual
He added pietures to make th
manual even more appealing
He demonstrated how his o
ual worked and offered to g
copy to anvone who was inter
ested

Alex displayed @ quiet confi
dence throughout his presentn
ton When one member of th
audience asked him what h
thought he might be doing in 2t
yuars, Alex quickly responded
“Hopefully Il be runniny
Microsofl "

Alex has been acrepted nu
the software engincering pro
gram at the Rochester [patitut
of Technology and will
attending there in the fall

Other students who preseots:
semor projects were ’umﬂ
Scwartz, Angela Viesto, O
Ann Smith, and Erica ”I.|>l|
Jonah wrote a book ttied, Doe:

the Fnds Justif the Mrans
Angela resenrched arthnbis o
dogs, working with a local

ernanan  Brian  Silver

Carol Ann wrote a persona
Jjournal titled, The Last froad
bye, and worked with  the
bereavement group Healing
Hearts located n Danbury

Erca Helsel worked with =ixtt
grade students at Heed Inter
mediate School providipg they
with math games and ncen
tives to boast thewr math skitls
Every student prov
Powerloint  presentats
part of hisfher prog
answered guestons asked by
the evaluation panel, who wer
part of the sudwnee The pur
pose of the panel 13 to provich
feedback to the students abou
thewr project

Super wlent ol
Evan  PitkofT  said
back 1 am always
how  much Pve |
these  projects. I've
everything from how to du [rsl
step danring to the ol spud Al tha
pecurred  at Farneld  Hhik
where my oflice uzed to be”
Scrence teacher and progre
advisor Frank LoBon
“This program celehrates
Lrue guetesses of uur atude
They learn ul u superior feve
in authentir settings The stu
denta do work 1o their field o

ani

am

interest. Th projects have
real  applbcatuons  and  rea
volue, which is the uuigu

aspect of the program ™



